The Thessalonians Church

All Scripture is KJV: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

INTRODUCTION: WHAT DOES THE BIBLE HAVE TO SAY

What stands out most about these 2 books is that it deals with bible prophecy, and just
about every chapter deals with this fact.

The 2 books of Thessalonians are both very short passages of scripture that are both
packed with insights into the future return of Jesus Christ our Lord, and contain many
scriptures concerning his return.

| can assure you, that 1 and 2 Thessalonians is going to challenge what you have been
told before, but now you are going to see the truth for yourself, and you will have to
either accept it or reject it.

What does the 2 books of Thessalonians tell us? — it teaches on

Jesus return, and his timing for his return?

How Jesus will return, and in what way or manner?

Who are the elect, and how can we know who the elect are?

To whom is this book written, and for what purpose?

How Thessalonians fit in with other scriptures on the return of Christ?
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So these are just some of the questions and answers that these books will give us.

Now both these books deal with aspects of the return of Christ, for example it deals with
the wrath of God being poured out on the unsaved, the tribulation, Jesus coming in the
clouds, and the saved being with Christ.

» Over and over again these sayings keep coming up, and even in the most
famous passages of which is dealing with the rapture as in the case of 1
Thessalonians Chapter four. This is when the trumpet sounds and Christ comes
in the clouds, and then those that are alive and remain are caught up together
with him, to be with him, to meet the Lord in the air, and so ever be with the Lord.

e Unfortunately that seems to be the only passage that ever gets quoted with
regards to bible prophecy in Thessalonians, and the other scriptures tend to be
ignored.

e When there is so much more in these books that explains and reveals the events
of the end times and the coming of our Lord.

+ |In fact if you study 1 and 2 Thessalonians you will find out that it matches
up exactly with what Jesus taught in Mathew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21.

But unfortunately many people take Mathew chapter 24, out of context and twist it and
give it a new interpretation which is outside of what the bible is teaching, to change the
timing of the rapture.




1. Now as we go through 1 and 2 Thessalonians we will be able to get the context
of what is happening in relation to bible prophecy instead of a superficial
understanding where verses have been taken out of context in the past to
express what people wanted it to say.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 '° And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

v' So straight away regarding end times prophecy, we read in verse 10 that they
were to “wait for his Son from heaven”. And that Jesus has “delivered us from
the wrath to come”

v' So in this scripture here we have a reference to the waiting of the second coming
of Jesus Christ, and a deliverance from the wrath to come.

v' Then a little later in chapter 3 verse 3 and 4 the bible talks about affliction with
the return of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 3:3-4: * That no man should be moved by these SffliGHiONS: for
yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. * For verily, when we were with
you, we told you before that we should suffer tfiBUIatION; cven as it came to pass,
and ye know.

1. So what we have here in Chapter 3 is that we are appointed to tribulation.

2. The bible says here in verse 3 that if we are a believer, then we have an
appointment with affliction.

3. In fact the bible even here in verse 4 uses the word afflictions and tribulation
interchangeably.

Then in Chapter 5, is the often quoted verse 9, which says........ ® For God hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

v" So consistently what we see in Thessalonians is that we will be delivered from
the wrath of God, and we will not suffer the wrath of Gods hand, but that we will
suffer affliction or tribulation. We will go through tribulation.

Now go back to Chapter 1 and | want to show you again that the words affliction and
tribulation are used interchangeably in the NT.

+ This is one of the keys that you need to understand, and that the word affliction
and tribulation are the same interchangeable words used. Like when Jesus
taught in Mark 13 in verses 19-23 he said the following.

EFeHiniRcselaaysIShallBelafflietion, such as was not from the beginning of the

creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.

20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: BUlior
, he hath shortened the days.

21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him
not:



22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to
seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.

23 But take ye heed: behold, | have foretold you all things.

*, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon

shall not give her light, “° And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in
heaven shall be shaken. %° And

EIelds with great power and glory.

v' And if you look at Matthew 24:21, concerning that same verse as that of verse
19 of Mark 13, instead of it saying affliction it says....... tribulation.

Matthew 24: *' EGHRSIShallBEIGreatRBUIAtION, such as was not since the

beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 2> And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days
shall be shortened.

v' So it's easy to see that from the words of Jesus in Mark 13:19 and Matthew
24:21 that when Jesus himself described this situation he used the words
Tribulation and affliction interchangeably.

v' That’s why when we look back to 1 Thessalonians 3: in verses3-4 we saw the
words being used interchangeably. Look again.

1 Thessalonians 3:3-4: > That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for
yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. * For verily, when we were with
you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass,
and ye know.

v' Even in_1 Thessalonians Chapter 1 in verse 6 this same word is brought up to
describe the situation of those following Jesus.

® And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.

4+ Now lets go to 2 Thessalonians: And let’s continue with the same theme as
regards to bible prophecy.

2 Thessalonians 1:4-9 * So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

® Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that
trouble you;

" And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels,




8In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
qgospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

9Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power:;

+ We are not appointed to wrath, but we have this theme that we are appointed
unto tribulation and affliction as we saw in 1 Thessalonians 3:3-4.

1. So we are going to be afflicted by man aren’t we?
2. We are going to suffer tribulation at the hand of Man.
3. But we won'’t suffer the wrath of God.

The bible says, 2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.

+ So he says, you going to go through tribulation, but you going to be spared
the vengeance of God.

++ This theme is spelled out over and over in both books of 1st and 2nd
Thessalonians, and yet people still don’t get it.

+« People just want to go to the passage of 1 Thessalonians 4 which teaches on
the rapture, and they just want to change the timing of the rapture to fall
before the tribulation.

Question: But the question is where does it say that in the scripture? That the
rapture is going to be before the tribulation? Huh.? In fact it says the opposite.

Answer: But instead in Matthew 24:29-31 it says that the rapture is after the
tribulation.

Matthew 24:28-29 Elifificdiatelyiattentheitribulation of those days shall the sun

be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

3

% And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven
#Son of man coming In the clouds

ith @ great sound of a trumpetiland they shall gather
this is exactl

together his elec
what Rev 6/7/14 tells us).

1. People will try and say that this is speaking about the elect being the Jews? But
even if t was speaking to the Jews it still would not change the timing of the
rapture or the coming of the Lord. That great day of the Lord.

2. But how is it possible that it could be the Jews when the 1 Thessalonians 4 is
speaking about the gentile rapture?

3. So how can Mathew 24 be the rapture of the Jews when 1 Thessalonians 4 is
speaking about the rapture of the Gentiles? — it's the same scripture.



4. The books of Thessalonians is written to the gentiles in Greece. The Greeks.
Now another section of scripture that supports this is also found in 2 Thessalonians 1.

v' 2 Thessalonians 2:1 also supports this coming in the clouds of Jesus in Matthew
24:28.

2 Thessalonians 1:1-8 ' Now we beseech you, brethren, _
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

and

2That ve be not soon shaken in mind. or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor

by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

except there
come a falling away firs :

5 Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you these things?

5 And now ye know that he in his time.

" For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he
be taken out of the way.

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed

1. So what he was saying is that don’t let any man deceive you as if the day of
Christ is at hand.

2. That you are not deceived by any man, who will say that Christ can come at any
moment?

No...... that is not what the scriptures teach here in Thessalonians. It says that first there
needs to come a falling away, and then that man of sin must be revealed...... who will
set himself up in the temple of God...... and declaring himself to be God. Only then is
the stage set for Jesus returning.

3. Only when that happens the scriptures say........ that Jesus will return.
4. So to say that Jesus can return at any minute or any second is not found in the
scriptures, and it is not taught anywhere in the word of God.

%+ So let me ask you a question: Has that happened yet? Has the man of sin
been revealed? Is he sitting in the temple here and now declaring himself to
be God? Because if he was then Jesus would return swiftly as he said he
would.

+ We don’t see that antichrist sitting in the temple of God now. We don't
see that abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet now as




Jesus referred to. Jesus said when you see these things then know that it is
nigh even at the door. But that has not happened yet.

v' So why is it that so many people are deceived, as to think that the day of Christ
can happen in a moment?

+ That Christ is going to come before the antichrist and the abomination?

¢ It makes no sense, and does not line up with scriptures. It's simply because they
don’t know the books of 1! and 2™ Thessalonians that's why.

v" God did not want us to be ignorant of his return and that’s why he told us through
the Apostle Paul that we should not sorrow but be ready.

1Thessalonians 4:13-18

'3 But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

"4 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him.

shall not prevent them which are asleep.

caught up together with them in the
clouds

v Isn’t it a comfort to know what the Lord said. That how we are to know when he is
coming? And how that we are to be ready?
v Jesus gave us the sequence of events leading up to his return?

Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.
Even so, Amen.

» Therefore now that we know these things about what is being taught in the book
of 1% and 2" Thessalonians, we can now go into the book of 1% Thessalonians 1,
and know what it is all about, and why it was written.

» And as we go through these books verse by verse we will see for ourselves the
truths that God wants us to know, and not just things that people would have us
to believe.



Therefore with all the introduction that is fresh in our minds about Jesus returning and
the rapture, let us begin to examine and see what the book of 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10,
tells us, and then we will be able to see for ourselves that these scriptures teach on our
Lords second coming.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

! Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which
is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;

} Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

e Now before we move onto verse 5, | would like to spend some time again and
just recap on verse 4, on what is referred to here as the elect. _“Knowing,
brethren beloved, your election of God”.

¢ And the reason | want to explain this verse on election is that so many people get
it wrong, and every reformed church or reformist will always get it wrong. And
when it comes to end times prophecy it is extremely important to know who it is
referring to when the bible uses the term elect.

+ So | am going to explain it again for those who may have forgotten or who
have not heard it before being explained before.

+ | am going to explain the word election firstly from the view of what it is not,
and then from the view of what it is.

+ And | will start off by the view held by the John Calvin teaching which has led
to a religious movement call Calvinists name after the view of John Calvin.

Calvinists claim the unbiblical view of “Unconditional Election”.-

—_—

. Romans Chapter 9 is what they will use to teach Unconditional Election.

2. So when the Calvinists talk about Romans 9 they are talking about being the
elect chosen by God. The ‘limited” elected people by God to salvation. That’s
also where they get their limited atonement, that says Jesus did not die for all.

3. They say, that God chooses only those he wants to be saved, and that the
person God saves has no choice in the matter. (unconditional).

4. But - There is a condition to being saved, itis not unconditional like they say.

5. Romans 10:9 proves that there is a condition placed upon salvation. That if thou
shalt confess. So it uses the word if as a condition for salvation.




Romans 10: 9- Lf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.

6. God does not just save you as the Calvinists teach that you have to be the
elected for him to save you. But the bible teaches that there is a condition to
be saved. — and that condition is to “call upon the name of the Lord”

e Romans chapter 9 is the passage in scripture that the Calvinists HAVE to use to
teach unconditional election in regard to salvation. They say that God chose you
before the foundation of the world, and there is nothing you can do to change it.

Romans 9:10-11 '° And not only this; but when Rebecca also [iEiticonceved by one,
even BYlOURTatherisaae; '' (For the children being not yet born, neither having done
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of
works, but of him that calleth;)

PIWaSISAdIRIGIREE, The elder shall serve the younger. [EIASHTliSINEItten, Jacob

have | loved, but Esau have | hated. 4\What shall we say then? Is there
unrighteousness with God? God forbid. * | will have mercy on

whom | will have mercii and | will have comﬁassion on whom | will have comﬁassion.

1. Butlet us look more closely at this passage, and when we do we will find that this
passage is not speaking about salvation whatsoever.

2. But when you look at it at first glance you might come to the conclusion that it is
speaking of salvation and that it does look like the Calvinists are right.

3. But that is because you reading it without investigating what it really is speaking
about.

4. So when you looking at this passage, when the Calvinists quote it you might think
of it as speaking about salvation because that is what they have said and want
you to believe.

5. So I can easily see why you might be taking their view into consideration.
But | am here to tell you that they are wrong, and this passage is not speaking
about salvation.

+ BYREWEY- They base their doctrine strongly on these verses to prove
their case. But they are misled.

6. If you have that misguided view in your mind as they told you that it is talking
about salvation, then you might want to agree with them because it says before
they were yet even born?

+ Let me prove it to you that this passage is not speaking about salvation,
and in fact this passage is not even about the persons or two brothers
Jacob and Esau. It is speaking about their nations of them.

< Let me prove it to you. Let's go back to the scriptures. Turn to Romans 9:10-11.




Romans 9:10-11 "° And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one,
even by our father Isaac; "' (For the children being not yet born, neither having done
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of
works, but of him that calleth;) ' It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the
younger. ° As it is written, Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.

+ Whenever the bible is quoting the OT, go and look it up, that way you will
know what the scripture is speaking about. And that is the case here, there
are two quotes given from the OT.

o Verse 12 has a quote. — the elder shall serve the younger.....then...

e Verse 13 has another quote. — as it is written Jacob have | loved and Esau
have | hated.

e Let’s look up those two quotes in the OT, then Romans 9 will be crystal clear.

Let’s turn to Genesis 25:22,...remember this is about Rebecca, she is pregnant with
twins, she is pregnant with Jacob and Esau. And the children are still in the womb, and
have not done any good or evil at this point — right?

Genesis 25: 2 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so,
why am | thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD.

¢ So here we see Rebecca is pregnant with the twins Jacob and Esau, and they
are struggling or fighting in her womb — in her stomach?

e So when Rebecca enquired of the LORD why am | thus? This is what the
LORDS reply was to Rebecca. Verse 23.

Genesis 25:  And fhellloRD'Said Uinto'her, INGINalionSIareHnyaWomS, 2nd two

manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one geople shall be
stronger than the other people;

1. Let me ask you this: Is this saying that the elder child shall serve the younger
child?

2. Look it's saying that — and that the ElEHChIldSNation,
shall

3. Because he says it twice. There are two nations in thy womb, and two
manner of peoples shall be separated from thy bowels? And the one people
shall be stronger than the other people. And the elder shall serve the younger.

4. It does not say that the one son is going to be stronger than the other son, it says
the one nation shall be stronger than the other nation.

5. Just to prove to you that this is not talking about the children, all you have to do is

read the book of Genesis.

Nowhere do we ever see that Esau is serving Jacob or being inferior to Jacob.

Nowhere do we ever see Esau serving Jacob. In fact the opposite is true. There

is a time when Jacob is bowing down to Esau and giving qifts to Esau. But never

do we see Esau serving Jacob.

8. So when God is telling us in this story that the elder shall serve the younger this
never happened in these brother’s lives, these children. That never happened in
these brothers lifetime.
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9. But what about these TWO NATIONS? —
10. What was Esau’s name changed to - Edom.
11. What was Jacobs name changed to — Israel?

So what about the nations?

e Did Edom serve Israel — Yes they did.
e \Was Edom weaker than Israel — Yes it was.

This prophecy came true about the Nations — about the people. It was not a prophecy
about the children Esau and Jacob as children. But it was about the nations that would
come from them.

+« So now that we have looked at Romans 9:12 about the elder serving the
younger.

« Let’s now go to Malachi Chapter 1 and let look at the other quote which comes

from Romans 9:13.

++ But look at Malachi 1 this is a chapter that the Calvinists love to use to further
prove their heretical doctrine. But we know that they are wrong as | am going to
prove to you from the bible.

Malachi 1: 2| have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us?
Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet | loved Jacob,

3 And | hated Esau, [iNCICaSIEGOMISEIN, \'\'c are impoverished (destitute), but we will

return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but |
will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, andjithepeople

aGainSEWROMEASINORDNAININAIGRANION iqhteous anger or fury) FORGUEE.

When the Calvinists read verse 2, in opening they say; you see | told you that God
hated Esau. But hang on a second, finish reading the whole verse what does it say...
and *Mfor the dragons of the wilderness.

1. This is referring to the two Nations — Esau as a nation and Jacob as a nation.

2. Did God ever lay Esau the person foundations to waste. No. This did not happen
to Esau personally in his life. Because it was speaking about the Nation of Esau
(Edom) not Esau the person.

3. So how can it be talking about Esau the person, the child, the man?

4. No - It’s talking about the nation Edom.

5. It's saying that God shall throw down their buildings, its God who will judge the
nation of Edom’s wickedness.

6. Itis Edom - ICIDEOPICIAGAINSWNOMMNEIORDINAINNRGIGNAHON ightcous anger or
fu

7. God is angry with Edom. Not Esau because this did not even take place in
Esau’s life when he was alive.

< God did not hate Esau, but he hated the Nation of Esau; which was Edom.
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+ So who did God have indignation against? Was it the person Esau or was it the
Nation of Esau which is Edom. God’s indignation was against Edom. Not Esau.

1. So by looking up both quotations of Romans 9:12 and Roman 9:13, in both OT
passages of Genesis 25:23 and Malachi 1; we can easily see that it was referring
to the nations of the children and not to the individual children Jacob and Esau.

+ So does this have anything to do with Jacob’s personal salvation or
Esau’s personal salvation? No it does not.

2. This passage of Romans 9 has nothing to do with personal salvation. This is not
a passage to show who goes to heaven and who goes to hell. But if you go into
this passage just assuming that it is then, | can see how you can come out a
Calvinist. But when you actually look up the OT quotes, that theory then goes out
of the window.

Go to Romans 8. — And | will explain unconditional election.

Romans 8 explains what is called predestination, and the Calvinists will say that God
chooses a person to salvation, and that it's unconditional election, that we are
predestined to be saved.

« But look at verse 29. Which is the key to understanding this verse.

Romans 8: *° ESINCRINCIIGHSIERABN. he also did predestinate to be conformed to

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. ** Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

¢ It does not say what the Calvinists want it to say. It does not say he Chose.

The word - Foreknowledge is not the same as choosing.

Foreknowledge does not mean that you are controlling anything.

It just means that you know or have knowledge of what is going to happen.
Like watching a film that someone has already seen and they tell you what is
going to happen next. That's foreknowledge, it is not the same as making a
choice, or to choose what is going to happen.

No it just means that you have the knowledge of what is going to happen.

It is the same with God; he foreknows what is going to happen.

It does not mean that he choose us to salvation like the Calvinists try and make it
out to say.

el B\ e

Noo

When God uses the word Pre-destined (pre intended), he always uses it in the sense
of... how we are to glory or be holy before him. It is never used in the sense to choose.
He uses it to be holy or to be conformed to the image of his son.

8. So the key to understand predestination is to understand the key of
foreknowledge. Which is - God knows ahead of time who will be saved, but
it does not mean that God chooses who is going to be saved. He just knows the
outcome of our choice. That’s what foreknowledge is.
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+ Now the reason why | took so much time again on the aspect of who the elect
are, is because we are going to encounter this word again many many times
when it comes to the second coming of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Now lets carry on in our text of 1 Thessalonians 1: Verse 5.

® For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you
for your sake.

® And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much
. with joy of the Holy Ghost.

" So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we
need not to speak any thing.

9For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how
ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;

CLOSE IN PRAYER................
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